
 
 This will be sponsored by the Genesee County Board of elec-

tions.  The purpose will be to introduce and demonstrate to 

people the new electronic voting machines that will be replac-

ing the lever voting machines that have been used for years.  

Please plan to attend. 

    In closing, if you have any questions or business to attend to, 

please do not hesitate to give me a call, send an email or stop 

into my office.  I will always find time to help you out and 

donôt forget, I am a notary! 

   

         Have a Great Summer. 

 

Town Clerk Hours 
Monday:       9:30 to 5:00 

Tuesday:       9:30 to 1:00  & 4:30 to 8:00 

Wednesday:        Closed 

Thursday:      9:30 to 5:00 

Friday:           9:30 to 5:00 

Saturday:  9:00 to 12:00 noon (September ïMay) 

      Closed Saturdays during June, July & August 

      

Stafford Town Clerk & Notary Public  
      Your Local Information Center  
Hunting & Fishing Licenses     Freedom of Information  
Handicap Parking Permits                     Administrator 
Dog Licenses                               Tax Collection 
Aged Exemption forms                 Tax Information  
Recycling Information                   Park Reservations 
Voter Registration forms               Marriage Licenses                                 
STAR Exemption forms                 
Election Coordinator  
Custodian OF Town Records  
Registrar of Vital Statistics  ð  
       Birth, Death, & Marriages 
Zoning & Building Permit Applications 
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          Well it is springtime and things are beginning to settle 

down a bit here in the Town Clerkôs Office.  Sales of hunting 

and fishing licenses have picked up a bit with spring turkey 

Season opening up and with the warmer weather people are 

turning their attention to catching that big fish in our lakes 

and streams.  Be aware that fishing & hunting license fees 

have gone up so it will cost you a bit more to enjoy the 

òGreat Outdoorsò.  Last fall it was reported to me that a bear 

was spotted on the Prentice Road here in Stafford. 

      Betsy Torrey, a young lady from our Town will be going 

door to door during May and June taking a dog census.  So if 

you have her knocking on your door, she will just be asking a 

few simple questions as to whether or not you own a dog so 

we can update our records accordingly.   

     Keep in mind that the Emery Park Pavilions are available 

for reservations for Town of Stafford residents during the 

summer months. Just give me a call to make a reservation.   It 

is a nice park for family gatherings and the best part it that it 

is free to  Town of Stafford residents.  All we ask is that you 

respect the property, clean up afterwards and most of all have 

a good time. 

     I will be heading by train to Albany for two days in May 

to a Government Conference sponsored by Assemblyman 

Hawley.   It is a good way to learn about Town, County & 

State government issues with my peers from Genesee 

County.  They have classes and tours scheduled specifically 

for Town Clerks as well as for other Town and County Gov-

ernment officials.  It is a great was to get acquainted with my 

peers here in Genesee County and have fun learning besides.   

    There will be a voter outreach program here at our Town 

Hall on Saturday morning May 22nd and Tuesday evening, 

May 25th. 

Message from Walt, 

Stafford Town Clerk  

Walt Kershenski,     Stafford Town Clerk 
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Stafford Fire Department  
 

 

 Open Burning Regulations 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has regulated open burning effective October 14, 2009.  

You are not allowed to burn between March 16th and May 14th due to the high risk of wildfires.  The on-site burning of tree limbs 

with leaves is allowed outside this time frame in towns with a population less than 20,000.  These limbs must be less than 6 inches in 

diameter and 8 feet in length.  Small cooking fires are allowed.  Fires cannot be left unattended and must be fully extinguished.  Only 

charcoal or clean, dry, untreated or unpainted wood can be burned.  Ceremonial or celebratory bonfires are allowed.  Other specific 

information and guidelines can be obtained by requesting a brochure at the fire department  (www.staffordvfd.org)  at the Genesee 

County Office of Emergency Management (www.co.genesee.ny.us/dpt/emergencymanagement/) or at the New York State DEC 

(www.dec.ny.gov). 

 

Hot Weather Safety 

 

Slow down.  Strenuous activities should be reduced, eliminated, or rescheduled to the coolest time of the day. 

Drink plenty of water or other non-alcoholic fluids.  Your body needs water to keep cool.  Drink fluids even if you donôt feel 

thirsty.  Try to avoid alcoholic beverages in extremely hot weather. 

Individuals should stay in the coolest available place, not necessarily indoors.  If outdoors seek an area of shade to stay cool. 

Donôt get too much sun.  Sunburn makes the job of heat dissipation much more difficult and can lead to heat exhaustion or heat 

stroke.  Be sure to use sunscreen for maximum protection. 

Never leave children or pets unattended for any length of time in a car.  A closed car can heat up to well over one hundred de-

grees in a very short period. 

 

Spring and summer is the time to get outdoors and have fun.  Keep it enjoyable by staying healthy and safe. 

. 
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Spring has sprung and that means a few things for the Sleds of Stafford. 
 

The first is that it is a time when we thank our landowners for their continued support!  

 

Summer and early fall are times that we focus on fundraising.  This year we have our 2010 Groomer Classic 

Golf Tournament that will be held at Davis Countryside Meadows on Saturday July 10th .  Pull a foursome 

together and join us for a great day of golf.  The other event that is planned is our 4th Annual Sleds of Staf-

ford Vintage Snowmobile and Snow Show that will be held on September 19th at BWôs in Pavilion.  Check 

our website at www.sledsofstafford.com for more information. 

   

Sleds of Stafford is proud to announce the location of our new groomer barn located at 8695 Saunders Rd. in 

Stafford.  Thanks to all who have dedicated time and materials to help move this project along.  

  

Although many are thinking of warmer days ahead it is never too early to renew your Sleds of Stafford mem-

bership.  New membership applications are now available and membership is valid 9/1/10 ï 8/31/11.    

  

http://www.staffordvfd.org/
http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/dpt/emergencymanagement/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/
http://www.sledsofstafford.com/
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ATTENTION DOG OWNERS  

 

The Genesee County Sheriffôs Dept. will begin serving Court Appearance Tickets for unlicensed or delinquent dog 

renewals in Genesee county.  This is a new system that has been implemented by the County in an attempt to bring 

unlicensed and/or delinquent dog renewals into compliance according to New York State Ag & Markets Law: 

¶ All dogs over the age of four months must be licensed in the Town where they are located.  You will need to 

bring in current rabies and the cost is $5.00 for spayed or neutered and $13 if not.  The tags and licensed are 

issued to the dog owner at the time of the license.  The address is:  Town of Stafford, 8903 Rt. 237, Stafford, 

NY. 

¶ New York State Ag & Markets will send the yearly renewal notice after the initial license has been issued by 

the Town.  If  you donôt receive your renewal from the State, a renewal notice can be printed at the Town.  

Rabies must be current within 30 days of when the license is renewed, per State Ag & Markets Law. 

¶ The Town of Stafford will send the dog owner a total of three notices as follows:  Two (2) past due notices 

(in the event that a renewal from the state wasnôt received) and a final notice as a reminder that the license 

has not been renewed and is past due. 

¶ After the final notice has been sent by the Town and if the dog remains unlicensed of delinquent, the Gene-

see County Sheriffôs Office will be issuing Court Appearance Tickets to the owners. 

¶ If you are the owner of a dog that has never been licensed or you have a license renewal that is past due, 

please come to this office at your earliest convenience to avoid possible court action and additional fines.  

You may also mail to Town of Stafford, PO Box 52, Stafford, NY 14143 with your payment and current ra-

bies and the tag and license or renewal will be mailed back to you. 

 

IMPORTANTðIf you no longer have your dog or the dog is deceased and you continue to receive notices, 

please call the Town office at 344-1554 ext. 4 to ensure that we have the correct information or if you have any 

other questions.  Thank you for your cooperation during this transition. 

 

THE STAFFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
At the recent annual meeting of The Stafford Historical Society, the following people were re-elected to 

serve as officers:  Linda Call, President; Mary Ellen Schmidt, Vice-President; Catherine Roth, Recording 

Secretary; Helen Partridge, Corresponding Secretary; and Virginia Rigoni, Treasurer.  We bid a welcome 

our new Board of Trustee members, Mrs. Mary Waterman and Pastor Tom Burns. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO COME to our monthly meetings which are held at 7:00 P.M. the fourth Thurs-

day of the month at the new Town Hall.  Listed below is our program for the year. 

 

May 27th Shipwrecks in Lake Ontario by Jim Kennard; 

June 24th Birds of Prey by Ron Walker; 

July 8th  Taste of Stafford, 5-8 P.M. at Illette Park, honoring our military service members- Past and 

  Present; 

August 26th Demise of the One Room Schoolhouse by Bill Kaufman and  

   our Annual Ice Cream Social; 

September 23rd  Early 20th Century Morganville by Catherine Roth; 

October 28th   Annual Harvest-time Auction; 

November 2nd   Election Day Baked Goods Sale; and 

December 4th   Christmas Luncheon & Musical Program 

 

NEW AT THE STAFFORD MUSEUM is the DVD of Grace Woodworth: Memories of Growing- Up 

in Morganville and a notebook compilation of the Knowleton Family-A treasury of work collected 

to record and remember that family.  Also, we have additions to our collection of RedWare.   



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A message from your Town of Stafford Zoning Board of Appeals  
 

 

Why does the Town have Zoning Laws? 

 

Zoning Laws are established with the intent to protect and promote public health, safety, morals and general welfare of 

the community by: 

¶ Guiding future growth and development 

¶ Providing adequate light, air and privacy 

¶ Preventing overcrowding and over development 

¶ Protecting value of the land 

¶ Protecting the character and social and economic stability 

¶ Ensuring conformity of uses and buildings 

¶ Serving as a guide for public policy and action 

¶ Preventing pollution of streams and ponds 

¶ Management of natural resources 

 

What does it mean to you? 

 

The Zoning Law establishes six different zoning districts, each with its own set of allowed uses and yard requirements.  

The zones established in Stafford are: 

¶ R-Residential 

¶ A-R-Agriculture-Residential 

¶ C-Commercial 

¶ I-Industrial 

¶ PUD-Planned Unit Development 

¶ H-Hamlet 

¶ IP-Industrial Park 

There is a large scale map on display for public viewing at the Town Hall that shows each of the districts. 

 

Why does the Town have a Zoning Board of Appeals? 

 

When a land owner seeks to alter an existing structure, construct a new one, or change the use of a property, they must 

apply for proper permits from the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  An appeal can be filed by a land owner when the Zon-

ing Enforcement Officer denies an application because it deviates from the standards set forth in the Zoning Laws.  

Among other duties, the Zoning Board of Appeals hears and decides appeals. 

 

Appeals for variances are either for use or area variances.  For an example, an area variance would be needed if a prop-

erty owner sought to construct a building less than 30 feet from a side yard in an agriculture-residential zone or wanted 

to add a porch that would be less than 50 feet from the front yard line. 

 

Upon receiving an application for variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals schedules and holds a public hearing and refers 

the matter to the County Planning Board for their input.  The Zoning Board of Appeals makes a final determination after 

hearing from the property owner, public (including neighbors) and taking the County Planning Boardôs opinion into con-

sideration.  The Zoning Board of Appeals uses specific guidelines before making the decision, including deciding 

whether the desired change will have a negative affect on the neighborhood and community at large.   
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Stafford Planning Board News NôNotes 
 

   Many applicants wonder why it takes so much time to go through the Planning Board approval process.  One reason is 

the need to refer many of the projects to County Planning for their review and recommendation.  New York State Gen-

eral Municipal Law, Article 12B, Section 239 requires specific actions to be referred to the County for review if they 

involve issuance of a special permit, approval of a site plan or subdivision, granting of a use of area variance, or the 

amendment of a comprehensive plan, local law, or zoning ordinance where the action is within 500 feet of the following: 

¶ Boundary of a city, town, or village* 

¶ Boundary of an existing or proposed county or stare park or any other recreation area 

¶ Right-of-way of any existing or proposed county or state parkway, road, or highway or County-owned drainage 

channel 

¶ Existing or proposed boundary of any county or state land on which a public building or institution is located 

¶ Boundary of a farm operation located in an agricultural district 

   The ñActionò includes the entire parcel of land on which the project is proposed; with most of the Town of Stafford in 

one Agricultural district or another, there are not many parcels that fall outside of these boundaries 

   So once an application comes in that must be referred to the County, a referral foprm is completed and a copy of all 

pertinent application materials are forwarded to county Planning.  The Town Planning and Zoning Boards, by law, can-

not take any final action on the application until the County has issued their recommendations.  To go against the 

County recommendation takes a super-majority vote of the Board. 

   Another reason for delay is that Municipal Law requires the Town to conduct public hearing for any variance request, 

subdivision application or for any Special Use Permit.  In Stafford, the Planning board has the option to require a public 

hearing for site plan approval only.  So when an application comes in for one of these situations, the Board must sched-

ule a public hearing and cannot take final action until the hearing has been completed. 

   We also occasionally run into an application not being complete, or the applicant not providing all of the information 

required to allow the Planning Board to do a proper review.  The Zoning Law provides a detailed description of what is 

required to accompany the application form itself, including the appropriate SEQR environmental review for, Agricul-

tural Data Statement, and appropriate plans and details of the proposed action, and any backup material that would sup-

port the project.  Again, its best to check with our Zoning Enforcement Officer, Les Mullen, to make sure you have all 

the needed paperwork.  A few minutes of preparation can make a big difference in the time it takes to process a project 

through the Town. 

 

*As of July 1, 2006, this action also requires notification to adjoining municipalities. 

 

 

 

 

Stafford Garden Club 
 

 

 

      The Stafford Garden Club is eagerly awaiting the gardening season when we can get outside and enjoy 

planting, weeding, watering and admiring our handiwork. In the meantime, the club has held informative 

meetings on such topics as maintaining perennial flower beds, sheet composting or ñlasagna gardeningò 

and making hypertufa containers. 

 

This year some of our community outreach programs include planting and maintaining flowers around the 

Stafford sign at the east end of town, conferring with the town board about plantings in Illete Park, and 

growing and donating food to the Salvation Army. Anyone interested in joining our club, attending a 

meeting, or getting more information about our activities should contact club president Sue Briggs at 344-

0834.  


